
Prof Dr Abbas Mirakhor is First Holder, INCEIF Chair of Islamic 
Finance. A former Executive Director of International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Dr Abbas joins INCEIF following a distinguished 
career as an economist and academician with considerable 

contribution in the !eld of Islamic economics, !nance and banking. Dr Abbas is a 
graduate of the Kansas State University, USA, where he received his Bachelor, Master and 
PhD Degrees in Economics. In 1968, he started his academic career with University of 
Alabama, USA. With the exception of a 2-year stint at the AzZahara University in Tehran, 
Iran, throughout his academic career, Dr Abbas has worked as a Professor of Economics 
at the University of Alabama, Alabama A&M University, and the Florida Institute of 
Technology. In 1984, he joined the IMF in Washington DC as an economist. He spent 
24 years with the IMF, serving as the organisation’s Executive Director and Dean of the 
Executive Board, retiring in 2008. 

Dr Abbas was conferred the “Order of Companion of Volta” for service to Ghana by the 
President of Ghana in 2005. In 2003, he received the Islamic Development Bank Annual 
Prize for Research in Islamic Economics, which he shared with Dr Mohsin Khan, another 
well-known economist at IMF. The President of Pakistan conferred him the “Quaid-e 
Azam” star for service to Pakistan in 1997. 

He has published books, papers and research articles on a wide range of areas including 
microeconomic theory, mathematical economics and Islamic economics. His latest 
publications are “Islam and Development: The Institutional Framework” which was co-
authored with Dr. Idris Samawi Hamid, Associate Professor of Philosophy at Colorado 
State University, USA; and “Globalisation and Islamic Finance: Convergence, Prospects 
and Challenges” co-authored with Prof. Hossein Askari of the George Washington 
University and Dr. Zamir Iqbal of the World Bank.
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get more information about prof. Abbas at links below:

in persian: http://www.mbri.ac.ir/?PageName=islamicbankingpages&ID=50356&Language=1

in english: http://www.inceif.org/index.php/faculty-members/125


